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This has been our 60th season, marked by several special activities this past year and it will 

end with lecture in October 2019, exactly 60 years since Cheltenham Italian Society was 

founded. We have ended the season with 56 members as well as our regular guests. This 

represents an increase on last year which is encouraging. In common with a number of local 

societies, we have adopting Mailchimp as the simplest means of communication with 

members and friends who have given us permission to do this.  Now a trailer goes out every 

month about a week before the meeting and also includes any relevant news or forthcoming 

events. Mike Doherty, our new Communications officer has been very helpful and efficient in 

setting this up. 

We were very sad to learn of the death of Roger Jenner last December. Roger was 

Treasurer and committee member for over 17 years, He also lent his engineering expertise 

to the audio-visual requirements of the Society and continued to give his advice even after 

stepping down.  The Society records the great debt of gratitude for the service that he gave 

so unassumingly and reliably over the years and our thoughts are with Maureen. 

The programme has been as varied as ever this year, to which Jo Dean made a significant 

contribution before she had her serious accident at the end of last year.  We began with an 

evening ‘A tavola con i veneti’ given by our former Chair, Luana Carrer. She brought 

samples of food and a wonderful time was had by all.  November saw the 60th anniversary 

public lecture given by Peter Medhurst. He is a very well-known speaker who not only 

lectures but plays the piano and sings as well. ‘Venice: the golden centre of opera’ was 

much appreciated by the 75 people who attended. After a look at Marriage in Italian 

Renaissance art in December, we moved to Baroque Sicily in January where Pina Clarke 

and Fiona James gave a fascinating account.  One of our new and younger members helped 

out in February when our speaker cancelled through ill-health.  Stefania Tieri spoke 

enthusiastically about her home town of Rimini to show it was much more than just a beach 

but still contained Roman monuments and structures.  The film on the 50s and 60s at the 

motor racing stable of Ferrari in March had a mixed reception but it is extremely difficult to 

find a film which lasts only about 90 minutes.  In April Paola Olivetti returned to our delight to 

entertain us with more songs, this time from the ‘50s and ‘60s when the Society was 

founded. In May a new Italian speaker, Sergio Tommasetto, has kindly agreed to talk after 

the AGM. 

We have used two venues this year.  The first and the AGM both required the use of a 

kitchen so Parmoor House was used.  All the meetings from December until April were held 

upstairs in the gallery at Chapel Arts. The anniversary lecture was given in the main hall of 

Chapel Arts while the talks between December and April inclusive were held upstairs in the 

gallery at Chapel Arts.  The venue was warm, pleasant and drinks could be served on the 

space outside the gallery itself.  We were sorry to leave it to return to Parmoor for economic 

reasons. Attendance at the normal talks has varied from 22 to 45, none affected by weather 

this year.  

I would like to thank all the committee for their dedication and hard work this anniversary 

year when there has been extra to do. The support group around the committee also 

perform very useful functions. David Wilson has continued to work quietly and efficiently at 

the website We are very grateful to him for the regular and reliable care of the website. 

Corynna Jeudwine has now completed her first year looking after the library and has also 

been involved with the production of Buon Appetito. 



At the AGM in May Amanda Keys, the secretary, and I are stepping down at the AGM.  

Helga Hann has already stepped down.  David Clowes retired from his care of the audio 

visual equipment in December due to other commitments. There are therefore several 

vacancies as set out on the papers for the AGM and nomination papers are attached and on 

the website. 

 April 2019. 


